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Introduction

“Making Clean Energy Projects Happen in the Greater South East” was hosted by the Greater South East Net Zero Hub (“The Hub”) during 

September 2025. Three regional events were held in Oxford, London, and Ipswich.

Sessions included:

“What have we learnt about regional and local energy planning – and what comes next?”; and

“What does connections reform mean for my area?”.

Attendees were asked to submit questions for speakers and panellists. Some, but not all, questions could be answered at the events in the limited time 

available. This guide from the Hub sets out responses to questions received at the event. With thanks to the National Energy System Operator, UK 

Power Networks, and the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, for their help in responding to these questions.

For further support with any of the questions or themes raised in this guide, please reach out to the Hub team at: info@gsenetzerohub.org.uk
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Please share this guide with colleagues that may be interested in local and regional energy planning, or connections reform. 

We think this guide will be of interest to those engaging with the Regional Energy Strategic Planner (RESP) – or who would like to engage.

 

It will also be of interest to those working on local energy planning. This could include Local Area Energy Plans (LAEPs), or similar projects which 

might have names such as Local Decarbonisation Pathways or Local Decarbonisation Plans.  

The Local Net Zero Hubs have jointly commissioned the Ready for RESP programme. This will support local authorities to shape these new whole 

system energy plans for their region. More information about the Ready for RESP programme can be found at this link.

mailto:info@gsenetzerohub.org.uk
https://es.catapult.org.uk/project/ready-for-resp-2025/
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Section 1: What is this about?

1.1 What is regional energy strategic planning (RESP)?

Strategic planning of different energy systems such as electricity, gas, and hydrogen is currently done separately. Regional energy strategic planning (RESP) is a new national process to 

develop integrated energy plans for 11 regions and nations of GB. These plans will support areas to get the energy infrastructure they need to meet local net zero and growth ambitions. The 

plans aim to ensure access to reliable, clean and affordable energy. The National Energy System Operator (NESO) is responsible for producing the plans, known as RESPs. More information

1.2 What is local area energy planning (LAEP)?

Local area energy planning (LAEP) is a bottom-up, data-driven, whole-system approach to delivering net zero in a particular area. The outcome should be a fully costed, co-ordinated, spatial 

plan which identifies change needed to local energy systems. LAEPs are led by local authorities and developed collaboratively with stakeholders. LAEPs are not a requirement for local 

authorities, however guidance is available, and many local authorities have opted to create a LAEP based on their local needs and ambitions. More information

1.3 What is NESO?

The National Energy System Operator (NESO) is an independent, publicly-owned, body responsible for planning GB energy systems. It is also responsible for operating the electricity 

transmission network (ensuring supply meets demand in real-time). The government ultimately owns NESO, but has no operational control. NESO does not own assets, like pylons, pipes or 

cables (for example, onshore high voltage assets in England are owned by National Grid). Instead, NESO is responsible for the movement of electricity through the network. More information

1.4 What is a DNO/ DSO?

A distribution network operator (DNO) owns and operates the electricity infrastructure that delivers electricity to end users. Whereas the electricity transmission system has a voltage above 

132 kiloVolts, the distribution network is 132 kiloVolts and below. A DNO will develop and maintain networks, as well as manage new connections, in set regions. There are also independent 

DNOs that operate very localised networks, often in new housing or commercial developments. A distribution system operator (DSO) is a new and evolving function, established by DNOs, 

that reflects the increasing need for system management and co-ordination of flexibility services on their electricity distribution networks. This will help to deliver clean power and net zero 

through increased renewable electricity generation, energy storage and demand-management. DNOs/ DSOs are key stakeholders in local and regional energy planning. More information  
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https://www.neso.energy/what-we-do/strategic-planning/regional-energy-strategic-planning-resp
https://post.parliament.uk/research-briefings/post-pn-0703/
https://www.neso.energy/about-neso
https://www.energynetworks.org/energy-networks-explained/


Section 1: What is this about?

1.5 How do DNOs forecast and plan investment? Is it a similar manner to RESPs?

We asked UK Power Networks for a response to this question. It has told us that DNOs have Distribution Future Energy Scenarios (DFES). These are granular forecasts of net zero drivers 

across four scenario “worlds”. Key drivers, such as low-carbon technology adoption, efficiency improvements, and flexible energy use, shape each scenario’s pathway to 2050, depending on 

decarbonisation speed and societal change. DNOs use these forecasts and scenarios to inform network capacity planning and investment, helping to make capacity available at the right time 

in the right place to support the net zero transition. UK Power Networks’ 2025 DFES incorporated data from eight LAEPs and it has been able to include LAEPs covering 32 areas into its 

planning process. It accelerated 70 asset investments based on this data. More information (UK Power Networks DFES) 

1.6 What is the Greater South East Net Zero Hub?

The Greater South East Net Zero Hub is one of five net zero hubs in England working with local authorities, other public sector organisations, and communities to support the development 

and financing of local net zero projects. The Hubs have operated since 2018 and are funded by the Department of Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ). Our purpose is: to increase the 

number, quality, and scale of local net zero projects; attract commercial investment; support knowledge transfer; and raise awareness of opportunities for net zero projects and skills. More 

information (Hub website)
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https://dso.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/distribution-future-energy-scenarios
https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/
https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/


Section 2: Should I do a local area energy plan (LAEP)?

2.1 Should we spend money on a LAEP when it has no formal function or powers?

It is correct that local authorities do not have a formal duty from the UK government to undertake LAEPs, and that LAEPs do not have any statutory powers. A decision to undertake a LAEP 

should reflect the needs, priorities, and ambitions of a local authority. Drivers of LAEPs are discussed in more detail in question 2.3. The key output of a LAEP is a co-ordinated strategic plan 

that establishes the most cost-effective pathway to achieve net zero locally. A LAEP can be an influential plan for a local authority, influencing local strategies and key stakeholders. It provides 

a solid evidence base for future energy investment and net zero decision making. We discuss in more detail in question 3.1 the cost variability of LAEPs. The Hub can discuss with you how to 

manage costs and ensure that costs are proportionate to the scope and ambition of the plan. More information (Hub contacts)

2.2 What have been the benefits of LAEPs developed already?

LAEP is still a relatively new process and so evidence of benefits is primarily anecdotal. One study of note however, by Innovate UK and PWC, found that a place-based bottom-up approach 

to net zero would require less than a third of the total investment required for a top-down approach to net zero, and release almost double the value of wider social benefits. Examples of 

LAEP benefits have been compiled by Energy Systems Catapult (ESC) and DNOs. Two examples highlighted by ESC are Greater Manchester and York, where LAEPs have attracted public 

and private investment into projects. LAEPs there have already highlighted investment opportunities, provided a robust evidence base for climate action, and supported successful funding 

applications. DNOs have examples where they have adapted investment plans as a result of LAEPs. UK Power Networks has accelerated more than 70 asset investments based on LAEP 

data. We recommend speaking with your DNO for examples of how LAEPs influence its business planning. More information (Innovate UK study)
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2.3 What have been the key drivers for the delivery of LAEPs?

The UK has a legislated commitment to reach net zero by 2050. Hundreds of local authorities have declared a climate emergency and many have ambitious climate strategies. In this 

supportive policy environment, LAEPs have a purpose in identifying the most cost-effective route to net zero for a local area. There has also been a shift in recent years to local energy 

systems with decentralised renewable generation. New business models for deploying low carbon technologies are being used. A LAEP creates a strategic plan that is place-based, data-

driven, and considers pathways to reflect this change. Another driver for undertaking LAEPs has been the economic opportunity. In many areas, energy connection availability is a barrier to 

growth. LAEPs build the evidence base for where networks investment is required. A LAEP can also support local economic development, investment, and green skills programmes. 

https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/contacts/
https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/IUK-090322-AcceleratingNetZeroDelivery-UnlockingBenefitsClimateActionUKCityRegions.pdf


Section 2: Should I do a local area energy plan (LAEP)?

2.4 Are areas putting off doing a plan themselves because they think RESP will provide what they need?

The Hub’s engagement with local authorities is not showing us that areas are putting off LAEP development because of RESP. It is important to highlight that LAEPs and RESPs have 

different scopes, methodologies and purposes. A LAEP should be an influential input to RESP, with its identification of local data, needs, and projects. The motivation for undertaking a LAEP 

should be local ambitions for meeting net zero, growth and investment. 
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Section 3: How to do a local area energy plan (LAEP)

3.1 How much does a LAEP cost?

The cost to create a LAEP will depend on the geographic scale of the plan and its scope. This includes the level of detail required, and how much expertise and resource may be brought into 

the project from external consultancy. The Hub is aware of costs ranging from £20k to hundreds of thousands of pounds. There is no set methodology for a LAEP, although guidance has 

been published by Energy Systems Catapult. LAEPs have been created for geographies ranging from district councils to combined authorities, which leads to variability in reported costs. 

Plan costs can include data purchases, engagement activities, resourcing, and consultancy. DNO tools freely available to local authorities, such as LAEP+ Planning Tool (UKPN), and LENZA 

(SSEN), can provide an adaptable and cost-effective analytical solution to help control overall costs. More information (Energy Systems Catapult guidance) 

3.2 Are LAEPs plans for things we can reasonably be expected to deliver with current policy, funding and finance levers? Or are they 

aspirational visions?

Research, data analysis, and stakeholder engagement will provide a LAEP with a solid evidence base about current local energy systems, policy impacts, and planned projects. LAEP outputs 

are structured around scenarios/ pathways. It is recommended that at least one scenario is “do nothing” or “business as usual”. The LAEP approach then has flexibility to model different 

scenarios based on levels of ambition or action by the local authority and local stakeholders. LAEPs are intended to be updated every 3-5 years which gives an opportunity to reflect on policy 

and other changes to funding/ financing or aspirations. Existing plans will have to reflect on the upcoming Local Power Plan and Warm Homes Plan in their next update. 

3.3 What support is there for a local authority at the early stages, where there is no plan in place and no budget allocated yet?

Free support is available from the Hub, which has supported many local authorities to develop and deliver LAEPs. See question 3.6 for more details of how Hub support can be tailored to 

your needs. Please reach out to the Hub if you are developing a plan (or thinking about one) and we will discuss with you how we can help. 

Local authorities also have access to Net Zero Go, which contains best practice guidance and other resources like case studies for local area energy planning. More information (Net Zero 

Go).

 

We also asked UK Power Networks for a response to this question. It told us that it has a Local Net Zero Team within the DSO, dedicated to supporting local authorities with decarbonisation 

planning. It can guide you through all the data and digital tools it has available for free for local authorities and offer training to support with project and scenario development. Some of its 

services include free digital tools (LAEP+ and ChargePoint Navigator), data through its LAEP Open Data Page, and 1-2-1 engagement as often as you need. More information (UK Power 

Networks – Get In Touch – Your Local Net Zero Hub)  More information (LAEP Open Data Page)
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https://es.catapult.org.uk/guide/guidance-on-creating-a-local-area-energy-plan/
https://netzerogo.org.uk/
https://netzerogo.org.uk/
https://www.yourlocalnetzerohub.co.uk/contact/get-in-touch
https://www.yourlocalnetzerohub.co.uk/contact/get-in-touch
https://www.yourlocalnetzerohub.co.uk/contact/get-in-touch
https://www.yourlocalnetzerohub.co.uk/contact/get-in-touch
https://www.yourlocalnetzerohub.co.uk/contact/get-in-touch
https://www.yourlocalnetzerohub.co.uk/contact/get-in-touch
https://www.yourlocalnetzerohub.co.uk/plan/laep-open-data-page


Section 3: How to do a LAEP

3.4 Hydrogen production is a noteworthy topic. Are LAEPs taking this into account? 

The future role of hydrogen is definitely in scope, as LAEPs are about taking a whole-system approach to net zero planning (see question 1.2). Currently, we are awaiting a final government 

decision on the future role of hydrogen in heating buildings, and so there may be some uncertainty in how national strategy is reflected in LAEP pathways. However, hydrogen is likely to have 

a place in high-temperature industrial and manufacturing processes and some transport applications. Network operators and industry stakeholders will have important views on hydrogen’s 

role locally. More information (Royal Academy of Engineering report on role of hydrogen)

3.5 How far have LAEPs gone to consider new development above existing regulations and standards, to achieve net zero?

A core component of LAEP methodology is the creation of scenarios/pathways towards local net zero. There is usually a “do-nothing” or “business as usual” scenario, reflecting current 

policies, regulations, and standards. A LAEP should also reflect on anticipated improvements in buildings standards, such as the Future Homes and Buildings Standards. There is the 

flexibility within the methodology to then model different scenarios depending on the needs and interests of the authority that is developing the LAEP. This could include considering the 

impacts of changes to local energy efficiency standards that are included in some planning policies.

3.6 How can the Hub help?

The Hub has supported many local authorities to develop and deliver their LAEPs. Support the Hub can offer is flexible to the needs of the local authority developing a plan. Typical inputs 

from the Hub include providing review of key documentation such as procurement specifications; gap analyses; stakeholder identification and engagement; guidance on best practice, tools 

and methodology; and participating in steering groups to share the Hub’s knowledge. Please reach out to the Hub if you are developing a plan (or thinking about one) and we will discuss with 

you how we can help. 

If you are a community energy group or other stakeholder, speak to the Hub about what energy planning is taking place in your area and how you can get involved. More information (Hub 

contacts) 
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https://nepc.raeng.org.uk/policy-work/net-zero/the-role-of-hydrogen-in-a-net-zero-industry-system/
https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/contacts/
https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/contacts/


Section 4: Future-readiness

4.1 With the scope and approach towards LAEP development still changing, how can you future-proof your LAEP?

A LAEP is not intended as a one-off, static, report. The landscape of net zero is changing at a considerable pace across lots of factors like technology, policy, and the economy. Some recent 

and near-future influences on LAEPs include the creation of the RESP, the Clean Power 2030 target, the Local Power Plan and the Warm Homes Plan. A LAEP is intended as something to 

review every three to five years, typically. Some actions that you can do to future-proof your LAEP include: set review cycles for the plan; establish governance arrangements (this should 

consider what are the trigger points for a plan update); ensure scenarios/ pathways are documented so that they are adaptable in the future; consider intellectual property (IP) and other data 

rights such as the portability of data (is the analysis reproducible in the future?).

4.2 Will a LAEP still be relevant after local government reorganisation (LGR)?

Local government reorganisation (LGR), as well as devolution, will impact local energy planning. LAEPs are driven by local needs and priorities and so a key consideration under LGR will be 

the communication of those needs and priorities to decision-makers in a new authority. There are a number of practical considerations too that could facilitate a transfer of the plan to a new 

authority: consider review cycles of plans and how these fit with the LGR timetable; consider data rights and the portability of data (can the analysis easily be repeated for new boundaries); 

and get project documentation in order to ensure that scenarios/ pathways are well documented. Under devolution, mayoral authorities will have roles in strategic planning, including spatial 

development and growth. Even if not a process undertaken by the mayoral authority itself, a LAEP is likely to be an influential evidence base in the new local government structure. 

4.3 Are local authorities going to be given a responsibility, or funding, to produce LAEPs?

Our understanding is that the government agrees local involvement in energy planning is important, and that local needs and ambitions should be reflected in Regional Energy Strategic Plan 

(RESP) development being undertaken by NESO. However, there are currently no plans to legislate for LAEPs or to provide funding for LAEPs. A decision to undertake a LAEP should reflect 

the needs and priorities of a local authority. Support and guidance on LAEPs is available from the local net zero hubs, including the Greater South East Net Zero Hub. There is also the 

“Ready for RESP” programme, which is funded by the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, and commissioned by the Hubs. More information (Ready for RESP programme)
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https://es.catapult.org.uk/project/ready-for-resp-2025/


Section 5: Community Energy

5.1 What role should community energy have in LAEPs?

Local community energy groups often have detailed knowledge of the local energy landscape, opportunities, and challenges. Their input can help ensure that local area energy plans reflect 

local priorities and are well-aligned with broader regional planning objectives. Engagement can take various forms, such as inviting groups to participate in consultations, contributing data or 

insights on local generation and demand patterns, or using their knowledge of communities to engage users. Some community energy groups may be at an early stage of development and 

may need support to participate fully.

5.2 How can my community energy group be involved in local and regional energy planning?

As a community energy group, you can contribute valuable local knowledge and perspectives to both local and regional energy planning. Local authorities and other organisations such as 

NESO, which manages the RESP process, often run public or targeted consultation events where groups can provide input. There may also be opportunities for written submissions, such as 

calls for evidence or draft plan consultations, which allow groups to submit feedback and highlight local priorities. Engagement and participation can require a significant time commitment. For 

guidance on how to navigate the RESP process, or introductions to teams working on these plans, contact the Hub team. More information (RESP Forums report) 

5.3 What do you see as a priority for community energy - low carbon technology deployment, or retrofitting?

Community energy is the delivery of community-led renewable energy, energy demand reduction and energy supply projects. These may be wholly owned and/or controlled by communities 

or they may be a partnership with commercial or public sector partners. Energy generation is a key priority for the community energy sector in line with the Clean Power 2030 Action 

Plan pledge to deliver up to eight GigaWatts of clean, homegrown, community-led energy through Great British Energy, and wider policy measures. More information (CP2030 Action Plan)

5.4 What support is available from the hub to help local authorities understand the potential for community energy in their areas?

The Hub supports community groups and public sector organisations at all stages in their community energy journey to scale up their ambitions. We provide project development support, 

including technical advice and signposting to funding and finance options. This includes the Great British Energy Community Fund. We facilitate knowledge sharing between community 

energy groups, the public sector, and other stakeholders, and have recently published two guides on community energy collaboration and governance. More information (Hub website)
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mailto:info@gsenetzerohub.org.uk
https://www.neso.energy/document/369571/download
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-power-2030-action-plan
https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/community/support-and-advice/


Section 6: Regional Energy Strategic Plans (RESPs)

6.1 When will the tRESP be published for consultation?

Final publication of the transitional RESP (tRESP) is anticipated in January 2026. A consultation on the tRESP ran from 23 September to 3 November 2025. This consultation asked for 

feedback on nations and regions context, pathways and consistent planning assumptions, and strategic investment need. Once published, the tRESP will inform business planning by DNOs, 

taking place in 2026 ahead of the 2028-2033 price control period. More information (tRESP consultation)  

6.2 Who is ultimately responsible for RESP decision making and delivery?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that Ofgem, the energy regulator, and the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ) will approve the RESP 

methodology. NESO is responsible for putting the plans together, guided by the regional strategic boards. Each region or nation’s RESP gets final approval from its strategic board, as long as 

there’s clear majority agreement. If the board can’t agree, Ofgem steps in to make the final call. 

6.3 What will be the ask of local authorities in future for the RESP? 

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that it will ask local authorities to share their local plans, goals, and any relevant data to help shape the RESP. Local authorities 

will be invited to join forums, strategic boards, and working groups to contribute their insights. RESP teams will support local authorities in getting involved, though it won’t be providing direct 

funding or staff. While local area energy plans (LAEPs) can be helpful, they’re not a must-have for engaging with RESP. 

6.4 What is the most valuable or useful data that local authorities can provide to RESP?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that the most helpful data includes local plans and spatial planning frameworks, as well as any LAEPs if they’ve got them. 

NESO would also like to see information on local ambitions, decarbonisation pathways, and credible local projects. Details about energy efficiency, flexibility, heat networks, small-scale 

generation, renewable heating, electric vehicle adoption, or other transport decarbonisation efforts are valuable. Overall, any data that gives NESO a clear picture of local needs and 

opportunities for decarbonisation and infrastructure investment is advised.
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https://www.neso.energy/what-we-do/strategic-planning/regional-energy-strategic-planning-resp/transitional-regional-energy-strategic-plan-tresp-consultation


Section 6: Regional Energy Strategic Plans (RESPs)

6.5 What are the benefits to a local authority of engaging with the RESP?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that getting involved with RESP lets local authorities make sure their goals and priorities shape regional energy planning and, in 

particular, the future investment plans of energy distribution networks. Their local plans, like spatial frameworks or development allocations, feed directly into the process. RESP offers ways 

for local authorities to have their say, through strategic boards, working groups, and forums, so their voices help guide future energy infrastructure. Additionally, engaging helps align local 

plans with national and regional strategies, consider best practices, and ensure their needs are factored into investment decisions. 

6.6 How will the RESP regional boards be managed and governed?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that the strategic board in each region or nation will oversee and approve their RESP plan, bringing together network 

companies, local government, and other key players to share their perspectives. These boards will make sure NESO is held accountable, ensuring a solid process where different views are 

heard through working groups and other discussions. RESP teams will also work closely with local communities, supporting their development and energy goals with place-based 

engagement.

6.7 How much influence will the RESP have over the DNOs - what do we expect DNOs to do with RESP outputs?

This is set out in detail in the Regional Energy Strategic Plan policy framework decision by Ofgem, the energy regulator. RESP’s role will be one of “direction-setting” and DNOs will be 

required to align network load-related investment plans to this direction. This means that, down to a primary substation level, DNOs will need to demonstrate sufficient capacity, or plans to 

have sufficient capacity, that will meet needs identified by the RESP. Detailed network optioneering and investment planning will remain the responsibility of DNOs. RESP alignment will not 

take precedence over other DNO license obligations such as safety, resilience, and security of supply. More information (Ofgem RESP policy framework decision)
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https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/decision/regional-energy-strategic-plan-policy-framework-decision


Section 7: Energy planning stakeholders

7.1 How can NHS Trusts feed into local and regional energy planning?

As a major energy user, and having the potential to develop renewable electricity and low carbon heating projects at scale, NHS Trusts are an important stakeholder for local and regional 

energy planning. NHS Trusts should be involved in these processes, particularly where energy need or strategy is changing. You should engage with your local authorities and the RESP 

teams. There may be opportunities to participate in evidence gathering, local stakeholder groups, forums, and working groups, and you may have important data such as demand profiles to 

share. If you need help to make connections into local authority teams working on local energy planning, or RESP teams, please reach out to one of the Hub team. More information (Hub 

contacts)

7.2 How is NESO engaging with large commercial energy users – for example, business/industrial zones, or ports? 

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that it is actively connecting with ports and industrial zones through focused meetings and stakeholder sessions. For instance, 

in 2024, it held a series of industrial cluster meetings and is planning to keep these going. It is also working with groups on demand-related issues through various workstreams, such as 

RESP. NESO’s connections reform prioritises projects that are ready to go, especially those from high-energy commercial users. In addition, NESO’s strategic planning team is co-ordinating 

with local authorities and commercial clusters to make sure everyone is informed and there is a joined-up approach. 

7.3 Given the political landscape at the moment, should we stop talking about "net zero" and instead use phrases like "energy resilience" 

and "fuel poverty resolution" instead?

When considering how to communicate the goals of strategic energy planning, we need to have strong regard for local needs. Many councils have declared a climate emergency, and many 

have given political approval to climate strategies. In these places, there is a strong mandate for an energy plan to address net zero. Stakeholder engagement is an important component of 

local and regional energy planning. This will shape the extent to which an energy plan should address resilience and fuel poverty versus “net zero”. Consider whether thinking holistically 

about a “Just Transition”, in your planning and the framing of your communications, could reduce concerns about how “net zero” is being perceived. Also consider how energy systems can be 

an enabler for economic growth. More information (London's Just Transition)
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https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/contacts/
https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/contacts/
https://www.london.gov.uk/who-we-are/city-halls-partners/london-sustainable-development-commission-lsdc/londons-just-transition


Section 8: Connections reform

8.1 What is the timeline for connections reform?

It is currently taking too long to connect large clean power projects in Great Britain. Connections reform aims to get faster connections for viable projects that have strategic alignment with UK 

government goals. The reform aims to streamline the process and move from a “first-come, first-served” process to a “first-ready and needed, first-connected” process. NESO have produced 

a timeline showing anticipated dates, with so-called “Gate 1” and “Gate 2” offers to be issued from December 2025. More information (NESO connections reform timeline)

8.2 When will we see the benefits of connections reform?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that we will start seeing the first revised connection offers rolling out from December 2025 for projects set to connect in 2026 

and 2027. The bigger benefits, like faster connections and a boost to economic growth, should really kick in by the end of Q2 2026 when NESO delivers the 2030 offers. This will send a clear 

signal to investors, helping them to hire the teams needed to spark growth across Great Britain. Overall, the reform is designed to unlock £40 billion a year in investment and push the 

projects that Great Britain needs for our energy security, economic growth and clean power needs to the front of the queue. More information (Clean Power 2030 Action Plan) 

8.3 Are there any actions for local authorities as part of the connections reform?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that there aren’t any specific mandates for local authorities unless they’re submitting projects to its window for review. That 

said, NESO encourages local authorities to get involved by engaging with it to align their local plans with NESO’s reform and strategic priorities. They can do this through channels like RESP 

and NESO’s strategic boards, which are great ways to have a say in energy planning. 

8.4 Does NESO have a duty to inform local authorities of new connections going forwards in their areas?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that, right now, there is no formal requirement for it to notify local authorities about new connections. That responsibility typically 

falls to Transmission Operators (TOs), Distribution Network Operators (DNOs), or project developers, who handle the design, consent, and building of connection infrastructure. A connection 

agreement itself doesn’t usually impact decisions about granting development consent. That said, NESO is stepping up its engagement with local authorities through workshops, one-on-one 

meetings, and RESP Forums, which are now active in every nation and region. NESO is also exploring ways to voluntarily share updates and align with local plans through its strategic 

planning efforts. 
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https://www.neso.energy/industry-information/connections-reform/connections-reform-timeline
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-plan-for-new-era-of-clean-electricity


Section 9: Energy markets and project development

9.1 How much potential is there for onshore wind across the South East?

In Clean Power 2030 Action Plan pathways, 400MW to 500MW of new onshore wind development is forecast for East and South East (SE) England. Alongside solar, onshore wind would be 

quicker to deliver than other technologies like offshore wind and nuclear. However, it has more locational uncertainty due to planning and grid connection constraints, as well as technical 

considerations like wind resource. Friends of the Earth’s “Release our Wind” campaign identified land that could be suitable for GigaWatts of onshore wind in England. Local authorities in the 

Greater SE also have access to the IRENES Land Use Opportunities Tool through the Hub, which provides area-based analysis of onshore wind potential. More information (IRENES)

9.2 Do direct wires/micro-grids at high demand sites have system-wide or site benefits for connections?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that NESO looks at these solutions through a broader lens to understand their impact on the entire system and how they align 

with strategic needs. NESO’s connections reform encourages smart use of land and infrastructure, which may favour such solutions in some cases.

9.3 Why are batteries treated as generators during the connections process?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that Ofgem, its regulator, classifies batteries as generators for licensing purposes, which sets the framework. However, when it 

comes to the connections process, NESO doesn’t treat batteries the same as traditional generators. NESO models their impact based on their export capability and how they behave during 

discharge, which typically means they require much less transmission reinforcement than conventional generators. This approach keeps NESO compliant with the Grid Code while ensuring 

accurate planning for the system.

9.4 What support is available from NESO to help with connections queries?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It told us that NESO offers FAQs, webinars, and regular email updates to keep you in the loop. However, it is now reviewing submissions as 

part of the checks process. Customers will be contacted with the outcome of these checks and informed of the next steps. For the small number of customers with outstanding queries at the 

time the window closed, NESO will continue to support you through its existing open dialogue channels. Alternatively, you can contact NESO at box.corporateaffairs@neso.energy 

More information (FAQs)  More information (webinars) Remember also that if your project is connecting to the distribution network, your DNO will be able to address your connections 

queries. More information (find your DNO)
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https://www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk/resources/net-zero-tools/
mailto:box.corporateaffairs@neso.energy
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.neso.energy%2Fdocument%2F366781%2Fdownload&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.neso.energy/industry-information/connections-reform/connection-reform-webinars-and-archive
https://www.energynetworks.org/customers/find-my-network-operator


Section 9: Energy markets and project development

9.5 Will strategic planning activity have any impacts on the costs that are passed onto the user for three-phase electrical upgrades?

We asked NESO for a response to this question. It has told us that no direct pricing changes are confirmed yet. That said, the strategic alignment in its reforms might influence the timing or 

prioritisation of projects, which could affect costs indirectly. NESO is focused on cutting down speculative upgrades and making network design more efficient, which should help keep these 

costs in check where possible.

9.6 How would you best advise using information from DSOs/ DNOs to inform strategic planning of development sites?

We asked UK Power Networks for a response to this question. It has told us that UK Power Networks would encourage you to look at its Open Data Portal. This contains wide range of 

datasets that can be used to inform planning. Furthermore, its LAEP+ tool also contains a wide range of data and functions like Projects and Data Stories to help with project development 

and planning. More information (UKPN Open Data Portal)

9.7 When do you see Ofgem modifications P441, P442, and P415 coming into force and enabling local energy markets?

These are modifications to the Balancing & Settlement Code, which sets the rules and governance structure for these parts of the electricity market in Great Britain. P415, which allows 

“Virtual Lead Parties” to participate in the wholesale market, was implemented on 7 November 2024. P442, which changes the accounting of license-exempt electricity supply, and could 

make license-exempt supply options more accessible, was implemented on 27 February 2025. P441, on the creation of complex site classes, and of high interest to groups wanting to create 

local energy markets, has been issued for consultation on 24 October 2025 (until 14 November). The current overall timetable for this consultation, if P441 progresses, would see the 

modification submitted to Ofgem for a decision in January 2026.    More information (P415) More information (P441) More information (P442) 
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https://ukpowernetworks.opendatasoft.com/pages/home/
https://www.elexon.co.uk/bsc/mod-proposal/p415/
https://www.elexon.co.uk/bsc/mod-proposal/p441/
https://www.elexon.co.uk/bsc/mod-proposal/p442/


Section 10: Tools for local area energy planning

10.1 What plans does the DSO have to further develop the modelling capabilities of LAEP+? 

We asked UK Power Networks for a response to this question. It has told us that it is continuing to develop and enhance the tool in collaboration with its customers. Your feedback is 

important in helping UK Power Networks evolve LAEP+ so that it better supports local authorities in delivering effective energy plans. More information (LAEP+ Planning Tool)

10.2 How often is the data within LAEP+ updated?

We asked UK Power Networks for a response to this question. It has told us that information on how often different datasets within LAEP+ are updated can be found within the tool itself. This 

is found by clicking on the icon next to data items within the data explorer. This will open a pop up of metadata.  By scrolling down, you will find information like when the dataset was created, 

last updated and how often it is intended to be updated.

10.3 Is access to LAEP+ and Chargepoint Navigator open to community energy groups, CBSs, and CICs?

We asked UK Power Networks for a response to this question. It has told us LAEP+ and ChargePoint Navigator access is open to local authority officers. However, community energy groups, 

CBSs, CICs and any other local authority collaborators can get access to these tools by getting explicit consent from the local authority. This can be done by the local authority officer(s) 

sending an email requesting individuals or organisations be given access to each of these tools to laep@ukpowernetworks.co.uk. There are different permission levels that the local authority 

can choose from for different users. 
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Please note that questions and responses in this guide refer to UK Power Networks’ tools, following UK Power Networks’ role as a panellist at the Hub’s “Making Clean Energy Projects 

Happen in the Greater South East” events. 

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) has similar services and tools available to local authorities in its areas. More information (SSEN’s LENZA platform)

More information about National Grid Electricity Distribution (NGED) services can be found at the following link: More information (NGED website)

If you are not sure what the DNO/ DSO is for a place, you can use a postcode lookup here (Energy Networks Association website). 

https://www.yourlocalnetzerohub.co.uk/plan/laepplus-planning-tool
mailto:laep@ukpowernetworks.co.uk
https://www.ssen.co.uk/our-services/tools-and-maps/lenza/
https://commercial.nationalgrid.co.uk/net-zero/supporting-stakeholder-decarbonisation/laep-find-out-more
https://www.energynetworks.org/customers/find-my-network-operator


Get in touch with us by emailing 

info@gsenetzerohub.org.uk

www.gsenetzerohub.org.uk
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